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Executive Summary
N

The Permanent Forum on People of African Descent is a consultative mechanism
for people of African descent and other relevant stakeholders as a platform for
improving the safety and quality of life and livelihoods of people of African descent,
as well as an advisory body to the Human Rights Council, in line with the program of
activities for the implementation of the International Decade for People of African
Descent and in close coordination with existing mechanisms.

Now in its fourth year and heading into its 5" year, the Permanent Forum on People
of African Descent is at a critical moment in which assessments will need to be
made about the mechanism’s mandate, impact, and future. 2026 will not only be the
5" year of PFPAD, it is also the 25" anniversary of the World Conference Against
Racism and the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action borne out of the
World Conference Against Racism. The Durban Declaration and Programme of
Action paved the way for the first Decade for People of African Descent from 2014-
2024. Through the advocacy of civil society, including the International Civil Society
Working Group for the PFPAD, a second International Decade for People of African
Descent was established in 2024.

This report represents the partnership and collaboration civil society desires to have
with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Permanent
Forum on People of African Descent in our effort to make the Permanent Forum as
effective and impactful as possible. The report also represents the collaboration
between the ICSWG and the PFPAD Secretariat and the importance of maintaining
a close and effective working relationship with the Secretariat. We were privileged to
work with the Secretariat on developing the survey instrument that was administered
to all registered civil society participants of PFPAD 4. The Secretariat worked to
synthesize the data and along with ICSWG produced this report for dissemination.

This report is intended to provide guidance and specific recommendations to
strengthen the PFPAD experience and its utility as planning is underway for the
2026 PFPAD session.
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Executive Summary
N

» More resources must be devoted to orienting civil society to the most impactful
ways to leverage the PFPAD mechanism — including the importance of engaging
member states, galvanizing grassroots and civil society organizations, and
ensuring that recommendations put forth by civil society are addressed in a
transparent and systematic manner.

« As a global mechanism, the PFPAD must make intentional effort to engage civil
society at the regional level. This ensures closer contact with civil society and
grassroots and creates additional touchpoints between civil society and PFPAD
members in between the annual sessions. These more consistent touch points
also support the execution/implementation of recommendations.

« Engage the African Union (including the AU 6™ region which encompasses the
Diaspora) as a body and the Africa Group in the general assembly. The ICSWG
is committed to engaging African member states and the AU because we see
the value in developing collective strategy and partnership as African people. All
PFPAD members must also engage African member states with intention to
develop robust strategies for implementation that contemplate African people
globally.

« The PFPAD must be adequately funded to support its operations as a viable
entity within the UN Framework. This means the United Nations must increase
the level of financial investment in the mechanism and encourage member
states to do the same.

« Articulate a fundraising strategy that will support the PFPAD in the long term

» Refer to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues UNPFII as a helpful guide
for the structure and function of the PFPAD.

« PFPAD Members should be transparent with the agenda for which they will seek
to accomplish during their terms and should engage civil society to share these
agendas so as to be in alignment with civil society actions (rather than acting
unilaterally)

« As we anticipate the transition of existing members and onboarding of new
members, the process for nominating individuals to serve as PFPAD members
should be transparent with allowances made for civil society input into PFPAD
nominees.

« Language accessibility is imperative for successful engagement of civil society in
the PFPAD’s affairs. Therefore, translation and interpretation services in English,
Spanish, French, and Portuguese should be made available for all official
PFPAD sessions including official consultations with the PFPAD Secretariat and
for both virtual and in-person sessions.
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« All PFPAD sessions as well as official consultations with the Secretariat should
include a virtual option.

« Ensure the PFPAD is adequately staffed to thoroughly carry out all functions in a
timely manner.

The International Civil Society Working Group (ICSWG) for the PFPAD is a
formation of civil society individuals and organizations from around the world working
toward the establishment of a strong and effective Permanent Forum of People of
African Descent. Since the resolution to establish the Permanent Forum was
established in 2021, this working group has mobilized civil society, hosted events to
spread knowledge and awareness of the Permanent Forum and worked closely with
partners, groups, and communities to advocate for the Permanent Forum to be well-
resourced, supported, well-attended, and impactful. The ICSWG utilizes several
mechanisms to carry out its mission including monthly general meetings,
subcommittees that carry out the working group’s objectives, and developing
mechanisms to promote transparent and democratic processes for the PFPAD to
engage civil society.

It is critically important that civil society plays a prominent role in helping to set the
agenda for the Permanent Forum sessions and providing feedback both on
substance, content, and logistics of the Permanent Forum. In keeping with this
commitment, the ICSWG took a number of steps to prepare for the 4™ session:

1.Held monthly meetings complete with notes and recordings

2.Established seven (7) subcommittees charged with carrying out the working
group’s mission and vision: Advocacy, Education & Outreach, Partnerships,
Fundraising, Communications, Youth, and Culture

3.Developed a public online feedback form to assist in developing an agenda for
the PFPAD 4" session. The form was distributed broadly to civil society
organizations and individuals around the world in English, Spanish, French, and
Portuguese

4.Partnered with the PFPAD Secretariat, PFPAD members, supporting
governments, and civil society organizations to coordinate housing, travel, and
other accommodations for delegates seeking to attend the PFPAD launch, with
an emphasis on youth and elder attendees

5.0rganized and hosted fourteen ten (10) virtual and in-person side events in the
lead up to and during PFPAD 4

6.In collaboration with the PFPAD Secretariat, developed an online survey
instrument to gather feedback from PFPAD attendees across several
dimensions including content, activities, and logistics. This instrument was
translated into English, Spanish, French, and Portuguese
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Civil Society Inputs
AY

PFPAD Purpose & PFPAD Member Role

Orienting Civil Society to PFPAD

The ICSWG has, since its inception, sought to create awareness about the
PFPAD, as well as provide guidance to civil society on how they can engage and
relate to the mechanism. We have done this by holding monthly meetings open
to all members of civil society, hosting town halls, sharing guides, and
submitting inquiries to PFPAD members and the secretariat. However, Civil
society participants drew attention to the importance of grounding participants
in two key areas of information: 1) The purpose of the PFPAD mechanism itself,
and 2) the role that PFPAD Members play as part and parcel of this mechanism.
Every PFPAD session has an opening plenary. Respondents to the PFPAD 4
survey indicated a desire for more civil society grounding in advance of the
PFPAD session.

In addition the ICSWG emphasizes the importance of engaging grassroots and
civil society organizations on key issues of interest in between the annual PFPAD
sessions. The limited time at each annual session means that most strategy
development and implementation actually happens outside of PFPAD. This
means civil society must organize itself in a way to develop focused plans to
advance strategies in key issue areas, and use the PFPAD annual sessions as
spaces for information-sharing, recruiting those who want to join active efforts,
reporting out on developments/advancements from the previous year, and
presenting recommendations to the PFPAD members.

Regional and National Meetings to promote connectivity

and strategy advancement

As an international body, the Permanent Forum encompasses people of African
descent across multiple continents and languages. One of the major challenges
articulated over the four years of the Forum’s existence is that participants feel
disconnected from the members and from the mechanism itself. In order to promote
higher connectivity both to the mechanism, but also to other civil society members,
we recommend members holding more regional meetings that provide a necessary
orientation to PFPAD, but also allow for stronger opportunities to develop coherent
strategies that take into account the unique characteristics of different regions. The
region could include for example, North America, the Caribbean, Central & South
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America, Europe, Middle East and North Africa, West Africa, Central and East
Africa, South Africa. These regional meetings will allow for an agenda that is more
tailored to the specific needs and priorities of that region. It can also help to create a
stronger and more visible community that can then build on those initial connections
at in-person PFPAD sessions.

National meetings are also important as the mandate from the PFPAD mechanism
is actualized by the Member States. Those who are unfamiliar with the protocols for
United Nations mechanisms may not be aware of the critical role that Member
States play in advancing the mandate and operationalizing recommendations from
the mechanism. To this end, we recommend that civil society organizations with the
capacity, host national meetings (in person, virtual, or hybrid). These national
meetings create the space to construct an agenda and strategy for advancement
that are directly tied to the Member state representative. National meetings hosted
by civil society (with the support from relevant PFPAD members) also help ensure
continuity and progress between PFPAD sessions.

Cohering the United Nations Mechanisms That Serve

People of African Descent

The ICSWG, almost from its inception, has made it a priority to advocate for
cohering the seven United Nations mechanisms serving people of African descent.
In addition to hosting side events specifically on this topic in previous PFPAD
sessions, the ICSWG has advocated with PFPAD members, other UN mechanisms,
and organized civil society behind this effort. We recognize the importance in being
able to align strategies across mechanisms not just because we recognize the
intersectionality of our issues, but even for practical reasons of ensuring adequate
participation in mechanism processes and attendance at various mechanism
events.

In their 2023 paper, legal scholars Gay McDougall and E. Tendayi Achiume assert
that though the United Nations—as part of the problem of racial injustice—will not
be the solution to racial injustice, but we view it as a “non-negotiable site of
contestation.” Their paper outlines the importance of the anti-racism mechanisms at
the United Nations, and also articulate the importance of those mechanisms being
cohered. As of 2025, the Permanent Forum on People of African Descent
represents the largest of the seven mechanisms in terms of civil society
participation. Nearly 1500 people attended the 4™ session of the PFPAD in New
York City. We believe it critical that the PFPAD use its status as the largest
mechanism serving people of African descent to lead the process of aligning other
mechanisms around a coherent plan of engagement. This includes a process of
articulating an integrated plan that speaks to the unique mandate of each of the
mechanisms, with the PFPAD serving as an overarching umbrella for the other six
mechanisms.
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As the ICSWG enters its fifth year, it is imperative to evaluate its current structure for
effectiveness and impact. Analysis of historical data from previous PFPAD reports
as well as feedback from civil society meetings served as the basis for a proposal to
restructure the ICSWG to be an even more impactful body for which to engage
People of African Descent around the world.

This new structure identifies key issue areas of which members have been actively
engaged and creates a subcommittee group that will not only meet regularly to
develop strategies and recommendations in advance of PFPAD sessions, but also
would ideally have a direct connect with a PFPAD member who will commit to
consistent engagement with that subcommittee.
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Group Responsibilities

1.Develop priorities & strategy for topic area

2.Meet regularly to carry out priorities of group

3.Develop recommendations for PFAD sessions

4.Regularly meet directly with relevant PFAD representatives

5.Plan side event(s) for PFAD session

6.Regularly report back to KSWG at monthly meeting & regional meetings




Feedback Survey
A

The Permanent Forum on People of African Descent held its fourth session from 14
— 17 April 2025 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, which brought
over 800 participants from over 100 countries. To gauge the perceptions and
experiences of the attendees, the secretariat of the Permanent Forum conducted a
comprehensive survey, receiving 177 responses. The findings presented here aim
to inform planning and enhance the quality, inclusivity, and impact of future
sessions. This report summarizes the key findings from the survey, which was
divided into six sections: General information, overall feedback, accessibility,
thematic discussions, list of speakers, and side events.

The survey was sent to all accredited participants to the fourth session on 9 May
2025. Participants were given four weeks to complete the survey, which was
available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese through
automatic web translation.

N Survey results

1. General information

Demographics: The survey respondents represented a wide range of sectors,
including academia, the private sector, non-governmental organizations/civil society,
United Nation bodies and governmental bodies. The largest group of respondents
came from civil society and non-governmental organizations, making up most
survey participants. A smaller but notable number of respondents represented the
private sector, academia, and governments, showing cross-sectoral interest
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A total of 176 respondents participated in the survey. The majority, 138 respondents
(78.40%), represented NGOs and civil society organizations (CSOs). This was
followed by academia, with 17 respondents (9.66%), and individual participants, with
12 respondents (6.82%). The private sector accounted for 6 respondents (3.41%),
the United Nations for 2 respondents (1.14%), and government representatives for 1
respondent (0.57%).

The largest proportion of respondents were based in North America (92
respondents, 51.98%), followed by Central and South America (35 respondents,
19.77%), and Europe (18 respondents, 10.17%). Respondents from Africa (16
respondents, 9.04%) and the Caribbean (13 respondents, 7.34%) also contributed
notable perspectives. In contrast, participation from the Asia-Pacific region was
minimal, with only 1.68% of respondents (3 in total).
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From the respondents, 145 participated in person and 32 followed the discussions
online via UN Web TV. When participants were asked to rate the quality of their
experience watching the fourth session of the Permanent Forum live on UN Web
TV, the majority expressed positive feedback, with 41.9% indicating they were
satisfied and 19.4% rating their experience as very satisfied. Around 22.6% of
respondents gave a neutral rating, while 16.1% reported a less positive experience
(12.9% very dissatisfied and 3.2% dissatisfied). Most participants followed the
discussions online due to various reasons. The main reason, cited by 17 people,
was affordability, as the high costs of travel and accommodation made inperson
participation difficult. Five participants indicated that the timing of the fourth session
conflicted with other commitments. Ten others gave different reasons: some were
already at the event but could not be in the room for all sessions, one participant
received their visa only after the session had started, and another mentioned that
following online was simply more convenient.
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The data on attendance also shows that nearly half of respondents (48.59%, 86
individuals) were joining the Permanent Forum for the first time. Meanwhile, 22.60%
(40 respondents) reported attending their second session, 16.95% (30 respondents)
had participated in three sessions, and 11.86% (21 respondents) indicated they had
attended all sessions.

N 2. Overall feedback

When participants were asked about their overall experience of the fourth session,
the feedback remained highly positive. A significant proportion rated their
experience as either very good 36.72% (65 respondents) or excellent 27.68% (49
respondents), while a further 27.12% rated it as good (48 respondents). Only a
small minority expressed less positive feedback, with 6.78% indicating the session
was fair (12 respondents) and 1.69% reporting a poor experience (3 respondents).
Taken together, these results represent a 91.52% positive rating (excellent, very
good, or good), underscoring strong levels of satisfaction and indicating that the
fourth session successfully met, and in many cases, exceeded, their expectations.
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N 3. Logistics

a. Overall logistics

Overall, participants had a largely positive experience with the registration process
for the fourth session. Overall, 31.58% of participants (42 respondents) rated their
experience as very positive, while 49.62% rated it as positive (66 respondents). A
further 13.53% provided a neutral rating (18 respondents), indicating an average
experience. Only 4.51% (6 respondents) rated the process as negative, and just
0.75% (1 respondent) reported a very negative experience.”
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Participants shared mixed experiences with the logistics of the fourth session. Many
praised the smooth and faster registration process, noting that online registration,
badge collection, and security procedures were generally efficient. Some highlighted
that online participation was seamless, with stable connections and improved
accessibility compared to previous sessions. Others appreciated the opportunity the
Permanent Forum provided to connect with leaders globally and strengthen
collaboration across regions.

However, several areas for improvement were noted. Participants suggested
digitalizing the ID process and improving communication and timing of
announcements, particularly about badge collection and event schedules. Some
reported long lines for accreditation and entry to the UN, difficulty finding specific
rooms, or receiving late or unclear information about logistics and side events.
Others highlighted the need for negotiated rates for accommodation, better support
for families such as childcare, and more volunteers on-site to assist attendees.

Overall, participants recognized significant improvements compared to earlier
sessions but emphasized that better planning, timely communication, and additional
support measures would make future sessions more efficient and inclusive.

b. Most valuable aspect of the session

Respondents highlighted several aspects of the fourth session as the most valuable.
Panel discussions were identified as the top highlight, cited by 36.84% of
participants (49 respondents), followed by side events (25.56% - 34 respondents)
and networking opportunities (21.80% - 29 respondents). Keynote speeches were
also appreciated, noted by 8.27% of participants, while 7.52% (11 respondents)
highlighted other aspects
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Among the other responses, participants valued expanded plenary discussions on
core topics, opportunities for civil society voices and interventions, and creative,
cultural elements like drumming and dancing, which fostered a sense of community
and healing. Several participants also emphasized that sharing stories and aligning
ideas brought global visibility to key issues and strengthened collaboration.

c. Challenges in preparing for the fourth session

Participants highlighted several key challenges in preparing for the fourth session of
the Permanent Forum. 156 substantive responses were received, which can be
categorized as follows:

Difficulties in securing travel and accommodation: 28 responses (17.95%)
Lack of funding or financial support: 26 responses (16.67%)
Lack of timely communication and/or clear information: 26 responses (16.67%)
Delays in the approval od registration and accreditation process: 13 responses
(8.33%)
Overlaps of side events with main sessions as well as last minute changes of
the schedules of side events: 10 responses (6.41%)
Intervention time and lack of diversity, including generational, in those who took
the floor: 7 responses (4.49%)
Fears due to the political and security context in the host country: 5 responses
(3.21%)

First-time participants expressed feeling overwhelmed by the amount of
information and uncertainty about processes, speaking opportunities, or how to
engage effectively in the Permanent Forum: 2 responses (1.28%)
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NI 4. Accessibility
Only a small proportion of respondents (23 individuals, representing approximately
13%) requested accessibility support during the registration process, while the
majority (154 individuals, or 87%) did not require or did not indicate a need for such
accommodations.

Among those who requested accessibility support, satisfaction levels with the
assistance provided by the Permanent Forum Secretariat were mixed. 30.4% of
participants (7 respondents) reported being very satisfied, and another 30.4% (7
respondents) indicated they were satisfied with the support received. Meanwhile,
17.4% (4 respondents) expressed a neutral experience, 13.0% (3 respondents)
reported being dissatisfied, and 4.3% (1 respondent) noted being very dissatisfied.
Additionally, 4.3% (1 respondent) who requested accessibility support did not
provide a response regarding their experience. Additionally, 1 respondent (4.3%)
who requested accessibility support did not provide a response regarding their
experience.
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N 3. Thematic discussions

a. Reparatory Justice for Africa and people of African descent

Feedback on thissession reflected a generally positive level of satisfaction, with 73
respondents (40.8%) indicating they were very satisfied, and 72 respondents
(40.2%) satisfied, representing over 81% expressing positive views. A smaller
portion shared neutral feedback (22 respondents, 12.3%), while a few expressed
dissatisfaction (8 respondents, 4.5%) or were very unsatisfied (2 respondents,

1.1%).
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Participants appreciated the depth of the discussions, highlighting the diversity of
perspectives, historical grounding, and the relevance of the dialogue to global
dimensions of reparatory justice. Many described the sessions as comprehensive
and well-coordinated.

At the same time, respondents called for the dialogue to translate into more
concrete action. They urged the development of clear frameworks, actionable
recommendations, and timelines, alongside stronger commitments from States,
greater engagement of civil society, and improved follow-up mechanisms.

Concerns were also raised about time management and inclusivity, particularly the
limited opportunities for interventions and the underrepresentation of youth and
grassroots voices. Overall, the feedback conveyed a sense of urgency, with
participants stressing the need for reparatory justice to move beyond dialogue
toward practical and enforceable measures within the framework of the International
Decade for People of African Descent.

b. Human rights of women and girls of African descent

Feedback showed high overall satisfaction, with 75 respondents (42.4%) indicating
they were very satisfied, and 65 respondents (36.7%) satisfied, totalling 79.1%
positive feedback. A smaller share provided neutral responses (32 respondents,
18.1%), while 3 respondents (1.7%) reported dissatisfaction and 2 respondents
(1.1%) expressed being very unsatisfied.
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Participants commended the sessions for their depth, relevance, and focus on a
gender lens, describing the dialogue as critical for advancing understanding and
advocacy. Many highlighted the importance of continuing and expanding this focus
in future sessions and side events to ensure sustained attention to these issues.
Common concerns included limited time for interventions, the underrepresentation
of youth and grassroots voices, and the need for clearer action plans and
accountability frameworks. There were also calls to ensure that the distinct
experiences of women and girls of African descent are not overshadowed by
broader categorizations.

c. Policy-making and systemic racism: a human rights-based approach

Of the respondents, 61 (34.5%) were very satisfied, while 69 (39.0%) were satisfied,
representing 73.5% positive feedback overall. Meanwhile, 41 respondents (23.2%)
reported a neutral experience, and a smaller group expressed dissatisfaction, with 5
respondents (2.8%) unsatisfied and 1 respondent (0.6%) very unsatisfied.
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Respondents emphasized the importance and timeliness of addressing systemic
racism through a human rights-based approach. They appreciated the relevance of
the topic but highlighted the need for more actionable discussions, including
pragmatic frameworks, policy implementation strategies, and accountability
mechanisms. Many noted time management issues and expressed a desire for
stronger civil society representation, more inclusive and diverse perspectives, and
less dominance by certain regions, particularly the United States.

d. Artificial intelligence and digital justice for people of African descent
Feedback on this session showed a generally positive response. Of all respondents,
64 (36.2%) were very satisfied and 60 (33.9%) satisfied, representing a combined
70.1% positive feedback. Meanwhile, 37 respondents (20.9%) were neutral, while a
smaller share expressed dissatisfaction, with 12 respondents (6.8%) unsatisfied and
4 respondents (2.3%) very unsatisfied
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Respondents highlighted the relevance and importance of this emerging topic,
particularly in addressing digital profiling, bias in Al systems, and the broader
implications of Al on discrimination and inequality. Many praised the session as
informative and timely, with strong presentations, especially from youth and civil
society, but also noted areas for improvement. Suggestions included more focused
discussions, greater inclusion of human rights perspectives, and deeper
engagement with frameworks like the AU Al strategy and global partnerships to
ensure ethical, context-specific Al policies for African and communities of African
descent. Some participants expressed frustration at political rhetoric and limited
actionable solutions, while others emphasized the need for capacity building,
inclusion, and collaboration to ensure Al technologies empower rather than
marginalize.
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e. Closing Event: Haiti’s Independence Debt: 200 years later

Feedback on the closing event also showed a strongly positive response overall. Of
the respondents, 83 (46.9%) were very satisfied and 51 (28.8%) satisfied, totalling
75.7% positive feedback. Meanwhile, 32 respondents (18.1%) reported a neutral
view, and a smaller group expressed dissatisfaction, with 8 respondents (4.5%)
unsatisfied and 3 respondents (1.7%) very unsatisfied.

Respondents described the session as urgent, necessary, and deeply relevant,
praising its emotional resonance, strong structure, and global importance in
addressing historical injustices and the need for reparations for Haiti. Many
commended the event for highlighting the issue prominently and called for continued
dialogue, networking, and follow-up actions to ensure accountability and tangible
progress, including a formal reparations fund and stronger international cooperation.
However, some participants noted challenges, such as limited time for civil society
interventions, instances of disorderly exchanges during discussions, and a need for
more representation from the Global South and grassroots communities. Others
highlighted concerns that framing the issue under the broad category of “people of
African descent” risked diluting the specific historical experiences of peoples of
African descent, particularly in the Haitian context, emphasizing the importance of
centering their unique histories and claims in future discussions.

N 6. List of speakers

Regarding the registration process for the list of speakers in the main plenary
sessions, participation was nearly balanced. Out of 177 respondents, 89 (50.28%)
signed up to speak, while 88 (49.72%) did not.
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Comments from respondents indicate a strong demand for better transparency and
inclusivity in the speaker registration and plenary processes. Respondents called for
early online sign-ups, confirmation of speaking order, and strict adherence to the list
to avoid confusion and frustration. Participants also urged better time management,
with suggestions for longer speaking times for civil society, stricter adherence to
allotted time through timers or microphone cut-offs, and reduced repetition of
interventions by the same organizations.
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A

Based on the results of the survey, participation in the side events during the
session was high, with 122 respondents (68.9%) confirming they participated or
organized a side event and 55 respondents (31.1%) indicating they did not.

Feedback on the organization and structure of side events was largely positive, with
many respondents describing them as informative, valuable, and excellent for
networking and deepening discussions on specific topics. Participants appreciated
the opportunities for engagement and collaboration, noting that side events
enhanced the Permanent Forum experience by providing more focused and
interactive spaces. However, several areas for improvement were identified,
including better scheduling to avoid overlaps with main sessions, clearer
communication on event times, locations, and pre-registration requirements, and
more accessible venues to accommodate all attendees.

The survey included an open comment box where participants could share general
recommendations to enhance the experience during the sessions of the Permanent
Forum, including the fifth session. A selection of the comments and suggestions
received is summarized below:

1. Improve accessibility and financial support
« Establish a dedicated participation fund to cover travel, accommodation, and
visa expenses, with clear and transparent eligibility criteria.
» Provide visa support, negotiate discounted rates with hotels and airlines, and
prioritize those most in need.
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« Make the criteria for travel support and grants clear, transparent, and timely,

ensuring those most in need are prioritized

« Seek sustainable partnerships with governments, philanthropic organizations,

and private donors to fund participation.

2. Enhance planning, communication and information sharing

Disseminate agendas, thematic priorities, and registration details at least 3—4
months in advance.

Maintain a central digital hub (website, email updates, mobile app) for real-time
information and guidance.

Provide clear instructions and multilingual guidance for registration, speaker
sign-ups, and side event submissions.

Offer daily summaries, reminders, and orientation materials during the
Permanent Forum to support active engagement.

Use visual tools (maps, statistics, infographics) to make discussions and
outcomes more accessible.

3. Broaden participation and representation

Hold future sessions in diverse global regions (e.g., Africa, the Caribbean, Latin
America) and expand hybrid/online participation options.

Ensure greater inclusion of youth, grassroots activists, women, migrants, and
LGBTQI+ voices.

Host regional or thematic pre-Forum meetings to prepare contributions and align
priorities.

Provide multilingual interpretation and documentation to strengthen inclusivity.

4. Strengthen CSO engagement

Prioritize civil society in plenary discussions, with longer speaking times and
equitable access to the microphone.

Ensure side events are well-coordinated, with accessible venues and minimal
overlap with key sessions.

Offer training, mentorship, and toolkits to help civil society prepare effective
interventions.

Create networking spaces and informal gatherings (lounges, receptions,
thematic breakout groups).

Ensure civil society recommendations are reflected in final reports and
outcomes.
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5. Improve on-site logistics

« Digitalize accreditation (e.g., badges, ID process) and increase on-site
staff/volunteers.

« Publish a finalized speaker and session schedule well in advance and avoid
lastminute changes.

« Provide basic amenities (water, coffee, snacks) and facilities such as childcare
areas or nursing rooms.

« Balance security with accessibility, ensuring participants feel welcome and
supported.

6. Promote transparency and strategic planning/follow up
« Develop and share clear action plans with measurable goals after each session.
» Publish comprehensive reports and session summaries promptly, with indicators
to track progress.
« Dedicate a session to reviewing “actions and progress” since the previous
Permanent Forum sessions.

7. Enhance event design and inclusivity

« Incorporate cultural elements (drumming, dance, art) to foster healing, identity,
and solidarity.

 Facilitate dedicated networking spaces within the venue, including on specific
topics

« Make sessions more dynamic and participatory, encouraging dialogue over
oneway presentations.

« Provide Member States one dedicated day, with the remaining days reserved
for civil society voices.

« Expand youth-focused programming and leadership opportunities to make the
Permanent Forum more engaging for younger participants.

« Facilitate meetings between CSOs and Member States.
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